OUR LADY OF VICTORY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

820 WESTERLY PARKWAY, STATE COLLEGE, PA 16801

April 3 & 4, 2021
Easter Sunday

MASS SCHEDULE

Sunday Masses
Saturday: 4:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am,
9:30am, 12:00pm

Holy Days

(Vigil 6:00pm,
7:00am, 9:00am &
12:05pm)

Weekday Masses
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday
7:00am & 9:00am
Saturday: 9:00am

Confessions -see inside

Adoration of Blessed
Sacrament is on
Wednesdays after

7:00am Mass

until Benediction at

6:45pm. Christ Has Risen! Indeed He Has Risen!!

Per Directives by Bishop i

Mark: The Church is open Offlce Phone 81 4'237'7832

Monday through Sunday Office Fax 814-237-6709

7:00am to 7:00pm. Church Website: www.ourladyofvictory.com
OLV Online Giving: go to Church E-mail: office@ourladyofvictory.com
www.ourladyofvictory.com School 814-238-1592

and click on the link

https://abundant.co/olvsc to Preschool 814-238-6616

give online. School/Preschool Website ~ www.olvcatholicschool.org

- Text Giving: Text OLVSC . . -

to 73256. Diocesan Website www.ajdiocese.org

- Use the Abundant App, OLV Prayer Network prayer@ourladyofvictory.com

which you can download

on your smartphone. ]
You are now able to Mass Broadcast - The Sunday 9:30am Mass is broadcast on

make your EASTER ESPN Radio, 1450 AM and 103.7 FM. Courtesy of the Knights
offering online. of Columbus Father O’Hanlon Council 4678.

\ J




Parish Staff - 237-7832

Pastor, Fr. Neil Dadey

Parochial Vicar, Fr. Jonathan Dickson

Deacon David Lapinski

Secretary, Betty Gummo

Secretary, Diane Lapinski

Director of Religious Ed (Gr. K-8), Jim Hoy
Director of Rel. Ed (Gr. 9-11), Rose Ousey
Director of Youth Ministry, Rose Ousey

Director of Development, Chris Kirkpatrick
Directors of RCIA, M. A. Spychalski & Bill Hanelly
Director of Music, Joe Malafarina

Principal, Chad Packer - 238-1592

Director of Preschool, Dawn Lorenz - 238-6616

Secretaries’ Office Hours: Mon. - Fri., 8:30-Noon, 1-4pm
(Please try to correspond by phone, email or regular mail)

Bulletin Notice
Material to be published in the following week’s bulletin
should be on Diane’s desk no later than Tuesday at noon.

Baptism
Sundays, by appointment during COVID by contacting
Diane.

Marriage
Diocesan Regulations require nine months prior notice.
Contact Betty, the Secretary.

Sacrament of Penance: Saturdays at 9:30am and
Wednesdays at 6:00pm.

Eucharistic Adoration: Following 7:00am Mass with
Benediction at 6:45pm.

Are You or Someone You Know Interested
in Becoming a Catholic?

Are You an Adult Catholic Seeking
Confirmation?

If you are interested, please email
becomingcatholic@ourladyofvictory.com.
Because we are not regularly in the
RCIA Office during the pandemic, email is the
best way to contact us.

We will reply with information about the process
and answer any questions you may have.

MASS MEMORIALS

Mon., April 5 Acts 2:14,22-33/Mt 28:8-15
7:00am - NO MASS
9:00am - t Violet Pisoni by Deb & Steve McGregor

Tues., April 6 Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18

7:00am - Ints. John & Maryann Zakeski by Mary & Eric

9:00am -  Leonard Malinowski by Ron & Mary Ann
Weakland

Wed., April 7 Acs 3:1-10;/Lk 24:13-35
7:00am - T Kathleen Pintel by Tommy & JoAnne Venturino
9:00am -  Kevin Dare by The Family

Thurs., April 8 Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48
7:00am - t Michalena Warchal by The Haney Family
9:00am - t Joseph Hart by Freda Crummey

Friday, April 9 Acts 4:1-12/Jn 2:1-14
7:00am - 1 Nancy Chapa by Society of SVdP
9:00am - T Stanley Womer by Phyllis Holubec

Sat., April 10 Acts 4:113-21/Mk 16:9-15
9:00am - Ints. Priests of OLV by CDA
4:00pm - Ints Lionel Bassett by Richard Bassett

Sun., April 11 Acts 4:39-35/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31
7:30am - T Julia Dodds by Husband

9:30am - For All the People of the Parish

11:30am - 1 Rick Reyes by Carol

A Reminder: If you do not feel safe attending
Mass, please check out our YouTube Channel and
Facebook page: OLV State College, to view OLV’s
Mass. The 4:00PM Mass on Saturday is also live
streamed on OLV State College Facebook page.
Communion will be distributed on Sunday at
10:30am after you have viewed Mass. Also please
check out our website www.ourladyofvictory.com.

Lector Workbooks can be found in the Sacristy. Be
sure to sign your name when you take one.

March 28 Collection: Envelopes $23,418.50;
Loose $515.00; Online $3,395.00; School
$390.00; Maintenance $92.00; Twin Parish
Mission $140.00; ; Debt Reduction $402.00;
SVdP $1,100.00; Candles $206.00; Ash
Wednesday (Mandeville, Jamaica) $10.00; Holy
Name of Mary $55.00. Gabriel Project
$1,132.00; Catholic Relief Services $40.00.
Easter Flowers $765.00. Total: $31,660.50.

Catholic_Charities has closed its State College
office  and re-established its Emergency
Financial Assistance program exclusively on a
virtual basis. Cathy Ballat, the Case Manager, will
take phone calls remotely. Her email is cbal-
lat@dioceseaj.org. The phone number for all
Clinton and Centre County agencies and clients
to use immediately: (814) 232-5731. All mailed
correspondence should be sent to the Altoona
Office at P.O. Box 1349, Altoona, PA 16603-1349.

The Rosary is prayed at 8:25am, Mon., Tues.,
Thurs., Fri. & Sat., before the 9:00am Mass. On
Wednesday, it is prayed at 8:15am.




Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament -
= Each hour you spend with Jesus will
deepen His Divine Peace in your heart.
“The most powerful thing we can do on this
earth with our time is to spend it in
Eucharistic Adoration. Nothing can do more to
change the world, to bring His divine image.” -
Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration. Please
consider spending time with him between 7:30am
and 6:45pm on Wednesdays. We now need
adorers for the 2-3pm hour.

If you cannot commit to every week at a
specified time, please consider volunteering to be
a substitute for Adorers who cannot attend during
their scheduled time. Please email Janine at
Janine.surovec@gmail.com to be added to our
adoration schedule as a committed or substitute
adorer.

The St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store is pleased
to announce that starting Monday, April 5, we will
return to full hours and be open Monday through
Saturday, 10:00AM - 4:00 PM. We still do need
volunteers: Donation Greeters are needed for
Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday afternoon shifts (1-
4 PM), and Cashiers are needed for Monday
through Friday afternoon shifts (1-4 PM). Donation
Greeters should be able to help donors with their
bags and boxes of items to be donated. It is
helpful if Cashiers have some experience, but
training on our cash register is provided.
Volunteers who give 20 hours or more in a month
received a 50% discount card on store merchan-
dise for the following month. For more information
or to register as a volunteer, call (814) 867-3131
and press 2 for the store manager’s line - or stop
by the store and speak with the day manager.
Thank you for continuing to support the Society’s
mission of helping those in need in our
community.

Catholic CDs have been restocked and are
available at the display in the Gathering Space.

Sponsor of the Week: Without advertisements in
our bulletins from sponsors like Protecting
Seniors Nationwide, Medical Alert System this
bulletin could not be possible. Be sure to
remember them when you need their services.

Advertising - Are you interested in advertising in
the OLV Bulletin? Check out the local businesses
that advertise in our bulletin. If you wish to
advertise your business, contact Cindy Schaefer
at J.S. Paluch at 1-800-945-6629 or
schaeferc@jspaluch.com. You can also go to
https://www.jspadbuilder.com and design your
own ad. For every annual ad you purchase, OLV
will receive $50 from JS Paluch. It is a win for
everyone!

The Gabriel Project is a Pro-Life Movement
offering parish-based pastoral care to women in a
crisis pregnancy. It's goal is to help pregnant
women with all their practical needs, as well as
offering them unconditional love in an apostolate
of friendship throughout their pregnancy.

The Gabriel Project is working with five
women due in May and a baby born at 27 weeks.
If you would like to donate to the Gabriel Project,
please make a check payable to Our Lady of
Victory. They can be mailed to OLV, 820 Westerly
Parkway, State College, PA 16801, or placed in
the collection baskets. Donations of newborn
sizes, such as diapers (newborn and size 1),
onesies, etc., are especially needed and can be
placed in the wooden bin in the back of the
church, marked The Gabriel Project. Due to
liability, we cannot accept wused toys, strollers,
cribs or car seats. Thank you very much for your
support for these families, especially with prayer.
Also, please continue to pray for these mothers
and their unborn babies.

Face Mask Display - Face Masks, made by
Catholic Daughters, are on sale in the Gathering
Space.

ANNOUNCING Our Lady of Victory’s 2022 PILGRIMAGES:

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL GREECE AND THE GREEK ISLES PILGRIMAGE: 11 Days: May 24
— June 3, 2022, including 3-day cruise to the Greek Isles and Turkey. Visiting Athens, Corinth, Mykonos,
Ephesus, Patmos, Crete, Santorini, Delphi, Kalambaka, Thessaloniki. $4099 air/land tour price from New

York.

ALPINE EUROPE PILGRIMAGE FEATURING THE PASSION PLAY OF OBERAMMERGAU: 11 Days:
September 7 — 17, 2022. Visiting Heidelberg, Rhine Valley, Lucerne, Innsbruck, Salzburg, Altotting, Marktl
Am Inn, Munich and Rothenburg. $4199 air/land tour price from New York.

For brochures with full details, contact Chris Kirkpatrick, Director of Development, Our Lady of Victory
Catholic Church, 814-237-7832 ext. 404 or email chrisk@ourladyofvictory.com. SPACE IS LIMITED-SIGN

UP TODAY!




Give Your Child A Complete Education l-e-é]
@ OLYV Catholic School @ LEE INDUSTRIES

(Pre-K through Middle School) offers:
» Academic Excellence ¢ Self-Discipli * Passion for Chari @VICUS
pline assion for Charity CAPITAL
* Catholic Values ¢ Leadership
New Student Enrollment is Now Open. Call 814-238-1592 to schedule a tour. Pl
Apply online at www.olvcatholicschool.org.

OLVCS News:

Enroll Now for Fall 2021: OLVCS is a Middle States accredited school, providing quality education for
children in Kindergarten through 8th grade. We provide opportunities for students to excel in academic work,
athletics, fine arts, and other extracurricular activities. The environment and teachers at OLVCS enable
students to reach their potential and learn the skills they need to succeed at OLVCS and beyond. Our
certified teachers are continually improving their skills through in-service and post-certification opportunities.
We are proud and blessed that we can continue to provide in person learning this school year. To learn more
and to enroll your child, go to olvcatholicschool.org. Contact Cindy Kolarik at kolarikc@olvcs.org for a tour.

OLV Preschool Open Enrollment: This is a great time to think about the gift of Catholic Education for your
child. Open registration for OLV Preschool for the 2021/2022 school year is occurring now. We are excited to
continue to offer the following programs, as well as afternoon enrichment programming, for next year!

2 1/2 Year Monkeys (2 Years, 7 Months by 8/31/21): T/Th or MWF
3 Year Polar Bears: T/Th or MWF
3 Year Penguins: M-F
4 Year Koalas: M-F
4 Year Kangaroos: MT/ThF
PreK (5 Years before 12/31/21): M-F

Please, reach out to Ms. Gigi at petersp@olvcs.org or Director, Dr. Dawn Lorenz at lorenzd@olvcs.org if you
have questions regarding registration. Watch our Facebook Page for virtual tours of our preschool and more
information!

WE NEED YOUR HELP: In the aftermath of COVID 19, many families and their children need
tuition assistance to attend Our Lady of Victory Catholic Preschool thru Middle School.

All individuals/households with an annual income of $115,000 or PA personal income tax liability
of $3,500+ annually qualify to participate in the EITC Tax Credit Program.

If you are in the position to help by directing your Pa Income tax through the Educational
Improvement Tax Credit EITC program to OLV through the Central Pennsylvania Scholarship Fund,
please contact Chris Kirkpatrick at chrisk@ourladyofvictory.com or 814-237-7832 ext. 404. The Central
Pennsylvania Scholarship Fund has over one million dollars to disburse for next year. Tax credits are
available on a first-come, first served basis.

Businesses that qualify to get their taxes back are C-Corporations and owners of Subchapter
S-Corporations, LLCs, LPs, LLPs and Partnerships. Please contact Chris today.

- Saint Joseph's Catholic Academy Saint Joseph's Catholic Academy Celebrates 10 Years! As
B we look forward to our next 10, 25 and even 50 years, we will remain grounded in our pillars of faith,
~# scholarship, leadership and service — the timeless values that students of today require for future
success! If you would like to learn more about what Saint Joseph's has to offer, contact Head of

School Ms. Jennifer Mallett at jmallett@stjoeacad.org

OLV Online Giving: You are able to make your Easter donation online.

There are three convenient ways to give:

-Online: Go to www.ourladyofvictory.com and click on the link https://abundant.co/olvsc to give online.
-Text Giving: Text OLVSC to 73256. Click the link you receive in your text message, and follow the
prompts to give.

-Mobile: Search Abundant Giving in the App store and download the free App. Locate our church by
typing Our Lady of Victory, State College in the Abundant search bar or scroll down the list of churches
to find us. Select our church and sign in or sign up for an account and follow the prompts to give.




Religious Education News (CCD)

High School Religious Education: Our last class on April 11, instead of a mandatory group service
project, will be a regular class. The Mandatory Group Service Project will take a different form this
year, to allow students to complete the service at home. There are four different “at home” projects that
your student can choose one of to complete. Please have projects completed by the last class.
Check your email for more details or email rousey@ourladyofvictory.com.

Sunday, April 11 - 1:15pm to 2:30pm
Grades 9, 10, & 11- Regular Class — this is the last class for the 2020-2021 year!

11 Grade Confirmation:

April 11 - Last class

April 13 - 6:30pm Confirmation Rehearsal: If you or your sponsor cannot be at the rehearsal, you will
need a sub in either person’s place. After rehearsal, we will have a group photo taken, therefore please
dress appropriately,

April 18 - 3:00pm Confirmation Mass. Candidates and sponsors should be in their pews by 2:45pm.

Youth Ministry

“O death, where is your sting? O grave, where is your victory?”
Happy Easter!! We are continuing to meet inside the Activities Center Social Hall to allow for proper
social distancing. Please wear a mask to all events. Keep an eye on your emails to stay up-to-date.

High school youth group (gr. 9-12) will meet this Tuesday (April 6) from 8:00-9:15 PM.

Stay tuned for the next Middle school youth group (gr. 6-8) meeting time in April.

Liturgical Reflection...

Christians acclaim faith in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. The crucified Lord,
buried in the tomb, has risen to new life. By baptism we share in this new life. As we stand today
and renew our baptismal promises, we acclaim a sure and certain faith in eternal life. Death no

2 longer has power over us. We reject evil and sin, and profess faith in our God who is Creator,
Redeemer, and Life Giver. We have been claimed for Christ. We are people of life. Our sung alleluias give
witness to the Christian faith, we have died to sin and live in the Easter Lord.

Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, Mary, Mother of the Church Pastoral Center, 2713 W. Chestnut Avenue, Altoona, PA 16601)

2021 Catholic Ministries Drive - To date, we have received $93,975.00 towards our goal of $148,316 with a
total of 218 families contributing. All monies received over our goal will be returned to OLV for OLV’s needs. If
you have not yet turned in your pledge envelope, mail it to OLV, place it in the baskets when you come to Mass
or place it in the mail slot by the Church office. If you gave directly to the Diocese, we will not get a report from
them until April so your name will not be listed until we get the report. We thank the following donors:

M/M R. Allen M/M L. Gouty Mrs. S. Ishmael Ms. R. Palmer M/M R. Strebel
M/M F. Bechdel M/M E. Grunenwald Mrs. C. Jones M/M R. Paroda M/M J. Strigle
Ms. M. Carr Ms. G. Hart M/M J. Kostyak M/M R. Pezalski, Jr. Mr. J. Trzeciak
Ms. M. Colby M/M K. Heane Ms. V. Le Clair M/MR. Quinn, Jr. Mr. R. Twark
M/M D. Costlow M/M D. Heist M/MD. Lieb Mr. S. Ranaudo M/M J. Vlastelica
Mrs. F. Crummey M/M J. Henderson Ms. P. Lutz M/M B. Rodgers Mrs. B. Walter
M/M K. Demaree M/M S. Henderson M/M S. Malizia Mr. R. Rogus M/M J. Williams
M/M T. Ewing Mrs. R. Hendrick M/M J. Marshall Mr. T. Roys M/M D. Winkler
Mrs. J. Feldman M/M D. Hook Mrs. A. Mentzer M/M G. Schultz M/M A. Witmer
M/M P. Fritzsche M/M C. Hort M/M S. Milillo M/MD. Sillner

Mr. A. Gasche M/M J. Howley Mr. F. Misiti, Jr. M/M A. P. Smith

Mr. W. Gendron M/M M. Hunt M/M G. Murgas Mrs. J. Speedy

M/M E. Gornati




FROM THE PASTOR.....MY DEAR PARISH FAMILY, ALLELUIA...ALLELUIA......ALLELUIA.... JESUS IS
RISEN FROM THE DEAD. INDEED, HE TRULY IS ALIVE! After many weeks of preparing for this great
day, it is finally here. | came across Pope Francis’ homily for Easter Sunday and | thought | would reprint it
giving us the meaning of what our Easter celebration should be.

Dear brothers and sisters in Rome and throughout the world, Happy Easter! Happy Easter! What a joy it is
for me to announce this message: Christ is risen! | would like it to go out to every house and every family,
especially where the suffering is greatest, in hospitals, in prisons ...

Most of all, | would like it to enter every heart, for it is there that God wants to sow this Good News: Jesus is
risen, there is hope for you, you are no longer in the power of sin, of evill Love has triumphed, mercy has
been victorious! The mercy of God always triumphs!

We too, like the women who were Jesus’ disciples, who went to the tomb and found it empty, may wonder
what this event means (cf. Lk 24:4). What does it mean that Jesus is risen? It means that the love of God is
stronger than evil and death itself; it means that the love of God can transform our lives and let those desert
places in our hearts bloom. The love of God can do this!

This same love for which the Son of God became man and followed the way of humility and self-giving to the
very end, down to hell - to the abyss of separation from God - this same merciful love has flooded with light
the dead body of Jesus, has transfigured it, has made it pass into eternal life. Jesus did not return to his
former life, to earthly life, but entered into the glorious life of God and he entered there with our humanity,
opening us to a future of hope.

This is what Easter is: it is the exodus, the passage of human beings from slavery to sin and evil to the
freedom of love and goodness. Because God is life, life alone, and we are his glory: the living man
(cf. Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses, 4,20,5-7).

Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose once for all, and for everyone, but the power of the
Resurrection, this Passover from slavery to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished in every
age, in our concrete existence, in our everyday lives. How many deserts, even today, do human beings need
to cross! Above all, the desert within, when we have no love for God or neighbour, when we fail to realize that
we are guardians of all that the Creator has given us and continues to give us. God’s mercy can make even
the driest land become a garden, can restore life to dry bones (cf. Ez 37:1-14).

So, this is the invitation which | address to everyone: Let us accept the grace of Christ’s Resurrection! Let us
be renewed by God’s mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of his love to transform our
lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, channels through which God can water the earth, protect
all creation and make justice and peace flourish.

And so, we ask the risen Jesus, who turns death into life, to change hatred into love, vengeance into
forgiveness, war into peace. Yes, Christ is our peace, and through him we implore peace for all the world.

SOME CHANGES IN THE SCHEDULE FOR THIS WEEK -
- This coming Saturday, April 10 we will celebrate FIRST HOLY COMMUNION beginning at
10:30. Therefore there will be NO CONFESSIONS THAT SATURDAY.
- There will be only a 9:00 AM MASS on Monday.
- There will be NO ADORATION NOR CONFESSIONS on Wednesday.

HUMOR FOR THE WEEK - now that we (I) can eat chocolate once again, | found some
Rules of Chocolate:
- If you get melted chocolate all over your hands, you're eating it too slowly.
- Chocolate covered raisins, cherries, orange slices and strawberries all count as fruit, so eat as many as you want.
- The problem: How to get two pounds of chocolate home from the store in a hot car.
The solution: Eat it in the parking lot.
- Diet tip: Eat a chocolate bar before each meal. It'll take the edge off your appetite and you'll eat less.
- A nice box of chocolates can provide your total daily intake of calories in one place. Isn't that handy?
- If you can't eat all your chocolate, it will keep in the freezer. But if you can't eat all your chocolate, what's wrong
with you?




“Knights Notes” :

Please check www.kc4678.com for Calendar of
Events.

Council Meetings - Please wear a mask until
further notice. 2™ & 4™ Wednesdays -
7:30pm - 850 Stratford Dr.

K of C Bingo— Suspended.

Knights Qutreach - Homebound/Elderly
Assistance for grocery shopping and errands,

please email info@kc4568.com.

Blood Donations: Check the Red Cross site for
local opportunities: www.redcrossblood.org/
give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=16801

Knights Facts: The Knights primary
responsibility is to serve the Parish and its
families. That might help you decide to
become one. We simply want Catholic
Men who want to be a part of brotherhood.

On the Web:

K of C webpage: www.kc4678.com
K of C Facebook:

www.facebook.com/KCCouncil4678

KC Club Facebook: KC Club - State College

Marian_Gift Shop - The Gift Shop is open on
Sundays from 10:00am to noon. Due to COVID 19
regulations, one person or two related people will
be allowed to shop in the store at one time. To
schedule an appointment for another time, please
call Lesa at 237-7832 and leave a message. The
Gift Shop will be closed on Easter Sunday.

Queen of Peace Rosary Makers made 3,270
rosaries for India, Jamaica, Central America,
Ghana (Fr. Ralph), Blue Army and Saint Paul
Street Evangelization. 220 rosaries were
donated to OLV. We request old and new rosaries
to be mailed to foreign countries. We will repair
rosaries for a small donation. Donations to cover
shipping rosaries and religious articles are greatly
appreciated. For more information, contact Jackie
Fritton (237-5595) or Laura Schneider (238-8782).
New members are most welcome.

WJVM 90.3-FM celebrates its 7th anniversary
on Divine Mercy Sunday! Our radio apostolate
will not be sponsoring the traditional Divine Mercy
Holy Hour & Reception on Sunday, April 11.
However, Fr. George Jakopac, pastor of St. John
the Evangelist Church, Bellefonte, will continue to
celebrate the feast day with extended hours of
devotion. There will be recitation of the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy @1:30pm, followed by Eucharistic
Adoration until 6pm, and closing Benediction at
6:30pm. Visit www.bellefontecatholicchurch.org
for more details. May we continue to receive the
graces of this beautiful feast!

Remember, our evangelization effort is
sustained by your faithful prayers and
contributions. It costs just $100/day to keep our
Catholic voice broadcasting. Donations may be
mailed to: Voice of Divine Mercy, PO Box 862,
State College, PA 16804-0862. May God
continue to bless our listeners and supporters,
most especially those in the local RCIA programs
who were received into the Church at Easter!

The Jared Box Project: Looking for a service
project for your club, family or business to do this
summer? We are running low on Jared Boxes for
the toddler age group. If you are interested in
making some Jared Boxes, we can provide you
with plastic boxes, labels and note cards to get
you started. Contact Cindy Kolarik at cin-
dy@thejaredbox.com or 814-883-8615 to learn
more. The Jared Box Project was started by the
children at OLVCS. Over 850,000 Jared Boxes
have been made so far.

Pope Pius IX Names Saint Joseph as Patron of
the Universal Church
“When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his
wife, but he knew her not until she had borne a
son; and he called his name Jesus.” (Mt 1:20-25)
The earliest traces of public recognition of
the sanctity of St. Joseph are to be found in
the East. His feast, was kept by the Copts as early
as the beginning of the fourth century. The feast of
"Joseph the Carpenter" is entered, on 20 July, in
one of the old Coptic Calendars of the eighth and
ninth century. In the West the name of the
foster-father of Our Lord (Nutritor Domini) appears
in local martyrologies of the ninth and tenth
centuries. (https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08504a.htm)
In 1870 on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception, Pope Pius IX named St.
Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church. Pius
IX recognized, along with the world bishops, that
they had sought the intercession of St. Joseph
often during a time of great persecution and
turmoil in the Church in Italy and around the world.
“‘Because of the sublime dignity which God
conferred on His most faithful Servant, the Church
has always most highly honored and lauded the
Most Blessed Joseph next after his spouse, the
Virgin Mother of God, and has implored his
intercession in all her great necessities.” In the
same declaration, March 19th was designated as
the double feast day of the Solemnity of Joseph,
the Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. (https:/
stjsa.org/pope-pius-ix-and-st-joseph. 2021, Diocese of
Altoona-Johnstown Liturgy Committee, Liturgy Office, Mary, Mother
of the Church Pastoral Center, 2713 W. Chestnut Avenue, Altoona,
PA 16601.)
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